
Weather for the Winter Quarter 2021/22 
Following Storm Arwen at the end of November some communities in Scotland and 
Cumbria were still cut off from electrical supplies at the beginning of December.  
Some properties were cut off for more than a week and the army was called in to give 
support. 

However, here (in the “soft” south) there were no such problems and December 
started with a little rain, but a good deal of sunshine.  We had heavy rain on Monday 
6th (4.1 mm) and this was the prelude to the next named storm, Storm ‘Barra’, which 
arrived on Tuesday 7th, bringing once again high winds and snow to the north and the 
west of the country.  This time we had strong gusty winds and 9.1 mm of rain between 
1.00 and 6.00 pm.  We had had just over 20 mm in the first seven days of the month. 

December continued to be relatively warm but was extremely dull with very few 
hours of clear sky.  The run-up to Christmas was exceptional so and both Christmas 
Day and Boxing Day were wet, dull and, sad to say, rather depressing - no chance of a 
good crisp walk either before or after lunch!  In the final week of December leading 
up to the New Year temperature went up further and 16℃ was recoded widely across 
the country on the 29th and 30th - a record high for the month.  The Wickham Market 
overnight low on 30th December was 12.2℃ - quite exceptional!  The last two days of 
the month did bring some sunshine - it was rather short-lived but very welcome. 

Overall the December was exceptionally dull with just 26.5 hrs of sunshine recorded 
at Wattisham, less than 50% of the 10-year average of 54.5 hrs.  In fact it was the 
poorest December sunshine in any of the last ten years.  The generally cloudy 
conditions often resulted in warm nights and only one night was below zero, when the 
10-year average is about 5.  However, the average temperature for the whole month 
was only slightly above the 10-year average: 7.3℃ compared to 7.1℃.  The rainfall was 
also close to the 10-year average, but there were 25 ‘rain days’ - a pretty miserable 
month.   However, we may have forgotten now but December 2021 was even worse! 

January started rather better, with a least some sunshine on 1st and 2nd.  The 
weather continued very mild and temperature records were again broken.  There was 
then a fairy settled spell of weather that brought us a good number of clear sunny 
days - and consequently cold (but largely frost free) nights.  All very welcome after 
such a dull December. 

The month went on in much the same fashion.  Pressure was generally high giving us a 
good number of sunny days and cool nights, with just occasional days when the high 
pressure trapped cloud and the dullness returned.  Overall we had lots of sunshine 
(100.1 hours recorded at Wattisham, compared with a 10-year average of 64.6) and 
very little rain, just 15.7 mm against a 10-year average of 59.2mm.  There were 6 
nights with temperatures below zero, but it was not particularly cold: the average 
temperature was 8.8℃ against a 10-year average of 8.4℃. 



The month ended with two storms sweeping 
across Scotland and Northern England that 
once again brought power failures and traffic 
disruption.  We must count ourselves fortunate 
that we just had a couple of windy days. 

February brought us rather mixed weather, but 
still with a good few very sunny days.  There 
were also windy days, but not until 16/17th did it 
become serious with storm ‘Dudley’ (I’ve said it 
before: where do they find these names?) 
bringing very strong winds causing damage, 
power failures and travel disruption to the 
northern parts of the UK.  This was followed 
immediately on the 18/19th by storm ’Eunice’ 
that provoked a rare ‘Red’ warning for the 
Bristol Channel and South Wales.  Even in 
Wickham wind gust were forecast to be 70 mph. 

We didn’t have anything quite that strong, but ‘Eunice’ was quickly followed by 
‘Franklin’ that caused more power failures and serious flood alerts in the north and 
the west of the country.  Hyde Hall RHS garden in Essex was closed to visitors for 
two days so that they could deal with fallen trees. 

A roof lost in Gateshead -17th Jan 2022

Flood Alerts
Monday 21st Feb 2022



Towards the end of the month the weather settled down and we had some glorious (if 
rather chilly) sunny days.  Overall the month was sunnier than average: 95.5 hrs of 
sunshine recoded at Wattisham compared with a 10-year average of 86.5. 

February overall was a rather wet month, largely compensating for the very dry 
January, so that overall the winter quarter rainfall was close to the 10-year rainfall 
average.  

For the winter quarter as a whole temperatures were close to the 10-year averages, 
but with relatively few nights below 0℃ - just 10 in the whole 3 months when we 
might have expected about 19.


