
Weather for the Summer Quarter 2021 
Early June gave us a continuation of the wonderful late-May bank holiday with 
glorious sunshine.  It continued in much the same fashion, except for 8 mm of 
welcome rain on Friday 4th.  The good weather extended into the next week and the 
temperature reached 31.1℃ 
on Monday 14th.  By then the 
garden needed daily checking 
for water.  The fine, warm 
weather continued until 16th 
when moist, unstable air 
coming up from France and 
Spain set off major 
thunderstorms across the 
south-east corner on the 
country.  The lightning 
strikes across France and 
Spain were quite 
spectacular, but most of our 
local activity was over the 
sea.  Unusually we had some serious rain with 26.5 mm (over an inch in old money!) 
between 11:00 pm Wednesday 16th and 4:00 pm on Thursday 17th.  Our heaviest 
shower was at 5:15 am when we had 7.4 mm in just 15 minutes! (See below). 

It felt much cooler and 
fresher after the 
storm had passed, but 
more thunderstorms 
were forecast for the 
following days, which 
fortunately didn’t 
arrive.  However the 
remainder of the 
month was very 
disappointing.  An area 
of high pressure 
established itself over 
the continent bringing 

us almost 100% cloud cover and a chilly northern wind.  More heavy rain continued to 
move north into Kent and Sussex, sometimes getting as far as Essex, but rarely as 
far north as us.  Altogether it was rather strange weather for summer!  June ended 
with the start of Wimbledon, but they were very pleased to have two covered courts 
so that some play could be guaranteed.  Also at the end of the month there was a 
heatwave in the northwest of the USA and British Columbia.  The temperature 
reached a recorded breaking (and very dangerous) 49.6℃ in Lytton, British Columbia 
on the 29th June. 



Overall June was close to the ten-year averages, because the warm and generally dry 
weather in the first half of the month was balanced by the cool, damp weather in the 
second half -   but as we moved into July it felt as if summer hadn’t properly started. 

The 1st of July was quite warm, but the 2nd 
was wonderful, real sitting-in-the-garden 
weather.  Could it last? 

No!  The early days of July could, at 
best, be described as mixed.  A few nice 
hours here and there, but that was all.  
It was only after the 14th that the 
weather improved and we had a run of 
seven days when the temperature in the 
garden exceeded 25℃.  The Met Office 
issued its first ever heat warning, which 
was for the West Country and South 
Wales - and later for Northern Ireland.  There were reports of roads melting and trains 
being disrupted.  It was not surprising that this eventually broke down into 
thunderstorms, but there was not a drop of rain for Wickham Market.  There was flash 
flooding elsewhere in the country and particularly in London, Kent, Essex and 
Cambridgeshire.  At the same time severe flooding affected much of Europe and 
there was considerable loss of life in Germany.  Once again we could not avoid 
worrying about global warming and the repeated forecasts that the frequency of 
extreme weather events would increase. 

Mixed weather returned for the final week of July.  A few hours of sunshine but 
then storm Evert (where do they get these names!?) brought more rain and high 
winds to the south coast and the west country with the decimation of summer camp 
sites in Cornwall.  Locally we had strong winds and only scattered showers, but that 
still brought us 4 mm of rain in 10 minutes at 3.00 pm on Wednesday 28th. 

Overall July was drier than the 10-year average, but definitely cloudier (despite the 
period of good weather in the middle of the month).  Wattisham recorded just 160 
hours of sunshine - 19% below the 10-year average of 198 hours.  It was notably 
warm at night - the average minimum temperature was 13.5℃ compared with 11.8℃ in 
2020. 

The start of August was characterised by sunshine and showers.  Many of the 
showers were quite violent with thunder and very heavy rain leading to more flash 
flooding around the country.  As usual Wickham escaped the worst of it.  We did have 
some very sharp showers on Sunday 8th and at 4.35 pm we had 4 mm of rain in just 5 
minutes!  We should be thankful that it was just a short isolated shower, or things 
could have become quite serious!  Mean while temperature records were being broken 
in Mediterranean countries: 48.8℃ was recoded in Sicily!  Around the world there 
were heat waves, forest fires and extreme flooding - not good omens for the future. 

Locally August continued to disappoint.  There was no more heavy rain for us, but we 
had only a few nice days and many damp and relatively chilly ones.  In the last week of 



the month the weather entered a settled pattern with high pressure centred over 
the north of the British Isles locked between two low pressure areas. 

Unfortunately, because of the position of the centre of the high pressure this 
brought us cool winds from the North Sea and lots of cloud.  The blocking was so 
effective that there was almost no change in the weather pattern during the course 
of the week and the cool, dry, and very cloudy weather continued into September. 

August was drier than usual with only 26.9 mm of rain compared to a 10-year average 
of 48.5 mm.  However nearly all of it fell in the first nine days with just 3.5mm in the 
remaining 22 days.  The average maximum and minimum temperatures were only just a 



little less than normal, but the over-riding feature of the weather was the lack of 
sunshine.  Only 109.6 hours were recorded at Wattisham - just 60 % of what we 
would have expected from the 10-year average.  This was not only bad for families on 
their COVID-related ’staycations’, but for our garden plants with the development of 
many flowers and vegetables much delayed. 

Overall the summer quarter in 2021 was drier than normal.  Temperatures were only 
very slightly cooler than the ten-year average, but there was certainly a disappointing 
lack of sunny days.


