
Weather for the Autumn Quarter 2020 
September began far more pleasantly than August ended with a good number of 
warm, bright days.  The good weather gradually built until the weekend of 12/13th 
when, despite the much earlier twilights, it really did seemed that summer had 
returned.  In fact on Monday 14th the temperature peaked at 26.2℃ and Wattisham 
recorded 11.2 hrs of sunshine.  The good weather continued for the next week - 
windy at times but dry and always with lots of sunshine.  Monday 21st was another 
exceptional day - a misty start but then blue unclouded sky, just a light breeze and a 
maximum temperature of 26.4℃.  This was followed on the Tuesday by a high of 
26.6℃ - remarkable for late September. 

It couldn’t of course last and the the temperature fell as Atlantic fronts moved in on 
the 23rd, but we were grateful to receive at least some rain.  We had 5.7 mm on the 
23rd, then 10.9 mm on 24th - all the Autumn rain seeming to coming at once!  But then 
on 25th we had a swirl of cloud and rain that sat just off the Norfolk/Suffolk Coast 
and brought us almost continuous rain - a total of 49.9 mm in the 24 hour period.  

Was this some sort of record for ‘dry’ East Anglia?  This was more than our total rain 
for the whole of July!  The rain was accompanied, particularly in the late afternoon, 
by strong cold blustery winds that flattened dahlias and threatened to pull runner 
bean sticks out of the ground.  A gust of 85 km/h (53 mph) was recorded at 
Wattisham at 6 pm.  Fortunately, the weather then calmed down somewhat as we 
moved towards the end of the month.  Overall then a warm, but rather wet, 
September - 79.3 mm of rain - almost all of it in just the last few days of the month. 

October began with a pleasant morning (following rain overnight), but this was just 
the prelude to another period of wet windy weather.  Again we had a very slow moving 
depression that brought wind and heavy rain to many parts of the country.  There was 
serious flash flooding in south-eastern France with lives lost and homes destroyed.  
Fortunately we escaped the worst of this, but we had almost continuous rain from 6 
pm on Thursday 1st until 6 pm on Tuesday 7th.  Not all of it heavy of course but there 
was barely a break - a total of 11.7 mm.  The month continued unsettled with many 
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wet days.  A mini-
thunderstorm brought us 8 
mm of rain in just 40 
minutes at around 3.25 pm 
on Saturday 10th.  

 Even when high pressure 
was eventually re-
established on the 16th it 
trapped a lot of low cloud 
and a north easterly wind 
continued to make it feel 
cool for the time of year. 

October remained very unsettled weather right up to the last day.  Overall it was 
exceptionally wet - 117 mm of rain compared with the 10-year average of 65 mm and 
just 4 days with no recorded rain.  It was often windy and light levels were very poor 
- 55 hours of sunshine recorded at Wattisham compared with 174 hours in 
September. 

November opened with more of the same, but at least we had the promise of better 
to come and from 3rd onwards we saw much brighter and importantly much drier days.  
It wasn’t completely dry, of course (it was November) but there was a chance to do 
some of that Autumn tidying in the garden that didn’t get done in October.  The 
wettest part of the month was from 10th to the 17th, but the rest of the month was 
comparatively dry.  We had a good number of unseasonably mild days with southerly 
wind and on only 4 nights did the sky clear to being us a frost.  In fact all was going 
pretty well until the last week when once again high pressure trapped low cloud 
leading to a run of grey days with barely a glimpse of sun. 

Taken overall the Autumn quarter was close to the 10-year averages for maximum and 
minimum temperatures, but there was significantly higher rainfall rainfall - 237mm as 
against an average of 180mm (more than 30% above average). 
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